
 

Opportunities in 
Technologies and 
Innovation

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Free Quality Education Project:

Geographic Information System Sierra Leone:

USSD GoSL Mobile Services:

National Research and
Innovation Council - Sierra 
Leone:

Ease of Doing Business:

National   data   financial
services mapping:

An   interactive   dashboard

An   integrated

Develop a  suit    of  m-services
for    citizens.   A   Deployed    service   and   citizen    engagement
solution  to  support  human   capital  development   USSD  and  e-
services  for health,   education,   justice,  and  other   Government
services  accessible  to all citizens.

The    vision   of   the
NaRIC   is    to   facilitate    and
promote        research        and
innovation    in    science   and 
technology  sectors  that leads
to national  transformatiom

An          integrated          and
coordinated       Presidential
initiative  for   facilitating   an
effective    and    transparent
business    environment     in
Sierra Leone.

Enable       an       Integrated
national   revenue  and
expense platform.

to     monitor     and      assess     learning     outcomes      for     the
country’s  flagship  quality free  education program.

and   interactive    GIS   platform    for   national    assets,   service
facilities, and citizen  resources.

Example DSTI projects



Sierra Leone at a glance

Chief Innovation Officer 
–
- DAVID SENGEH

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English

Dr. Sengeh completed his Ph.D. at the Massachusetts
institute of Technology (MIT), where he developed award-
winning technology for human augmentation. Dr. Sengeh 
received his bachelor’s degree at Harvard University in 
Engineering Sciences, where his research focused on 
aerolized vaccines for tuberculosis.

H.E. President Julius Maada Bio set up the
Directorate of Science, Technology and
Innovations (DSTI) to help transform Sierra
Leone into a prosperous nation through
science, technology and innovation. The
Directorate seeks to facilitate and support a
v i b r a n t  n a t i o n a l  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d
entrepreneurial ecosystem for the public
and private sectors of Sierra Leone through:

Active     technical    research     and
development    activities     with

government and other partners;
Development         of         innovative
enhancements to     government
service deliver  and    citizen
engagement;

Policy    innovation   in   support    of
science, technology,  innovation and
entrepreneurship;and
Building   a    pipeline    of    talented
technologists    and   innovators    in
service to the people of Sierra Leone

At the time of his appointment, Dr. Sengeh was a Manager
at IBM Research Africa, where he led the healthcare team 
developing solutions in artificial intelligence and machine 
leaming. He has published several academic articles and 
holds several patents.

Dr. Sengeh is globally recognized for his work and 
accomplishments: he is a Senior TED Fellow, a National 
Geographic Emerging Explorer, Forbes 30 Under 30 and most 
recently, an Obama Foundation Leaders: Africa Fellow. He is credited for seeding the 
development of the innovation ecosystem in Sierra Leone through Global Minimum and the 
Innovate Salone Program, which he co-founded in 2007 and which has supported the 
innovation journeys of thousands of young Sierra Leoneans.

Partnership opportunities with
DSTI and Sierra Leone

The Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation

Sierra        Leone        is        a 

geographically small nation

(7.2million ha) of 7 million

diverse people with varying

levels of income and social

c lass.  The var iety,  land

mass and socio-econmic

nature makes it an ideal

place to test. You will be

able to solve for the urban

poor, the middle class and

rural communities.

sits    in   the    office   of    the

President and is led by a

Chief Innovation Officer who

is also an advisor to the

President of Sierra leone.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  h i s 

s ta tement  a t  the  S ta te

Open ing  o f  Pa r l i amen t

announced his mission to

turn Sierra Leone into an

innovation nation and his

strong believe that science

and technology are the 

bedrock of  any modern

economy.

resources  into  settling up the

Directorate    and   funded

research and solutions into

projec     including   the 

nation’s   flagship   Free

Quality  Education. We also

have a team who are global

leaders with the technical

capacity   to support and

build       ideas       and 

collaborations.

The nature of the country,

the authorising environment

and the technical capacity of

the team makes Sierra

Leone the Ideal place to

d e p l o y  n e w  i d e a l s  o r 

technology with the view to

scale to the region and

beyond.

The   Government   of   Sierra
The  Directorate o      Science

Technology   and   Innovation

An authorising

environment

Technical capacity and

resources

Opportunities for Ideation,

Design, Prototyping,

Testing and Evaluation

Leone         has          invested



 

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Income tax exemptions            Duty-free import

GoSL investment incentives

Invest in Agriculture



Agriculture in Sierra Leone

50% of
GDP

Agricultural
growth: 5%
last 5 years

Arable Land:
5.4 million

ha

Land under
cultivation:

15%

Annual
rainfall

3,000 mm

Food
imports

$455 million

Food
exports

$120 million

65% of the
workforce

Rice Cocoa, coffe, and oil palm    Fruits and
vegetables

Agro-inputs
Cassava, peanut, pepper

Sierra Leone at a glance

Why invest in Sierra Leone?

1

Duty free access to global markets 
(EU, USA, ECOWAS, Mano River 
Union)

2

First mover advantage: total 
arable land of 5.4 million ha

3

Social and political stability, with an investor-minded 
government ready with a plan for business reforms and 
investment facilitation

4

Attractive fiscal and non-fiscal 
investment incentives

5

Population young and eager 
to work

Strategic access to markets, boasting a natural deep water harbour: 
3h from Lagos, 4h from Brazil, 6h from Europe, 8h from the Americas

6

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English

Livestock



 

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Invest in the 
Economic corridor
Innitiative

Duty-free importIncome tax exemption*



Sierra Leone at a glance

Why invest in Sierra Leone?

1

Duty free access to global markets 
(EU, USA, ECOWAS, Mano River 
Union)

2

First mover advantage: total 
arable land of 5.4 million ha

3

Social and political stability, with an investor-minded 
government ready with a plan for business reforms and 
investment facilitation

4

Attractive fiscal and non-fiscal 
investment incentives

5

Population young and eager 
to work

Strategic access to markets, boasting a natural deep water harbour: 
3h from Lagos, 4h from Brazil, 6h from Europe, 8h from the Americas

6

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English



 

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Invest in Fisheries

Duty-free importation

income tax exemption*s



Sierra Leone at a glance

Why invest in Sierra Leone?

1

Duty free access to global markets 
(EU, USA, ECOWAS, Mano River 
Union)

2

First mover advantage: total 
arable land of 5.4 million ha

3

Social and political stability, with an investor-minded 
government ready with a plan for business reforms and 
investment facilitation

4

Attractive fiscal and non-fiscal 
investment incentives

5

Population young and eager 
to work

Strategic access to markets, boasting a natural deep water harbour: 
3h from Lagos, 4h from Brazil, 6h from Europe, 8h from the Americas

6

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English

200 fish species
identified, 80 with
commercial value

ECOWAS
fish market:
$1.6 billion

Global fish
market:

$118 billion

nd

2

12% of
GDP

Local
demand

~$300 million

35,000
fishermen

450,000
processers
and traders

2    most
consumed

food

80% of
protein
intake

EEZ of
160,000

km  

Coastline
of 506 km

Aquaculture Fish processing

Tuna fishing

Artisanal fishing



 

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Invest in Renewable
Energies

import      tax     incentives      for     income tax exemption

quality products

Donor support



Sierra Leone at a glance

Why invest in Sierra Leone?

1

Duty free access to global markets 
(EU, USA, ECOWAS, Mano River 
Union)

2

First mover advantage: total 
arable land of 5.4 million ha

3

Social and political stability, with an investor-minded 
government ready with a plan for business reforms and 
investment facilitation

4

Attractive fiscal and non-fiscal 
investment incentives

5

Population young and eager 
to work

Strategic access to markets, boasting a natural deep water harbour: 
3h from Lagos, 4h from Brazil, 6h from Europe, 8h from the Americas

6

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English

Pipeline of bankable projects
Demand for production and captive RE

Fast-growing off-grid marketCommitment to Renewable Energy

4 private mini-grid
operators: over 60 mini

grids installed, 40
further by 2020

High solar
radiation of 1400-

1800kWh/m

Current RE
pipeline projects

top 700MW

Good wind
potential: wind

Velocity 3-8 m/s av.

Independent
regulator and

licensing

32 companies
under national RE

association

Vast (over 2000
MW) hydropower

potential

200MW current
installed
capacity



 

SIERRA LEONE
Your next partner in Africa

Invest in Tourism

Income tax deductions

Income tax exemptions



Sierra Leone at a glance

Why invest in Sierra Leone?

1

Duty free access to global markets 
(EU, USA, ECOWAS, Mano River 
Union)

2

First mover advantage: total 
arable land of 5.4 million ha

3

Social and political stability, with an investor-minded 
government ready with a plan for business reforms and 
investment facilitation

4

Attractive fiscal and non-fiscal 
investment incentives

5

Population young and eager 
to work

Strategic access to markets, boasting a natural deep water harbour: 
3h from Lagos, 4h from Brazil, 6h from Europe, 8h from the Americas

6

GDP (PPP)

USD 10.5 billion

GDP (PPP)              Growth
Population

5.5% (proj. 2019) 7.6 million

Capital
Freetown

Currency

Leone

Exchange rate

USD 1=SLL 8,500

Land area

7.2 million ha

Time zone

GMT

Climate

Tropical

Official language

English
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